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2} The Water Cycle - Microsoft Internet Explorer
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The Water Cycle

Run and get a glass of water and put it on the table next to you. Take a good long look at the water. Now -- can you
guess how old it is?

The water in your glass may have fallen from the sky as rain just last week, but the water
itself has been around pretty much as long as the earth has!

When the first fish crawled out of the ocean onto the land, your glass of water was part of
that ocean. When the Brontosaurus walked through lakes feeding on plants, your glass
of water was part of those lakes. When kings and princesses, knights and squires took a
drink from their wells, your glass of water was part of those wells.

And you thought your parents were OLD

A - ouay 1 C - preciptation
B — condensation D-;éllectlorl &
The earth has a limited amount of water. That water keeps
going around and around and around and around and (well.
you get the idea) in what we call the "Water Cycle".
(W i § 4 § 4&\1\ This cycle is made up of a few main parts:
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A The Water Cycle, from USGS Water Science Basics. Diagram available in 57 languages - Microsoft Internet Explorer.
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Water Science for Schools: The Water Cycle

Water Cycle home « Water Science home » Contact us » Back

T h E Wa te r Q’o tathe maln page of Water Science for Schoals, |

Diagrams and Summaries cycle, describes the continuous movement of water on, above, and below the surface of
the Earth. Since the water cycle is truly a "cycle," there is no beginning or end. Water can
Qur water-oycle diagram (150 kilobytes) is change states among liguid, vapor, and ice at various places in the water cycle, with
available in many languages. Text these processes happening in the blink of an eye and over millions of years.

summaties are also available for some
languages (with rore on the way!),

’ water-Cycle Earth's water is always in movement, and the water cycle, also known as the hydrologic

Although the balance of water on Earth remains fairly constant owver time, individual water
molecules can come and go in a hurry, The water in the apple you ate yesterday may
hawve fallen as rain half-way around the world last year or could have been used 100 million
years ago by Mama Dinosaur to give her baby a bath.

Smaller-sized diagrams are available.

+ Enalish

+ Albanian

3% = To explore the water cycle, choose a topic from the diagram or text links below.
rapic:

# Diagram | Surnmary
+ Bahasa e Where do ¥OU think the water cycle begins? Give us your opinion,
“# Bengali
<+ Bulgarian
+ Chinese
 Croatian
# Czech:

@ Diagram | Summary.
< Danish:

# Diagram | Surrmary:

L 3o e Water.Gyi

Estonian; | ater 5tnra e = |
. Dizaram | Surnmary i {Mugr storage in the hi . C ion

A summary of the water cycle on a single Web page is also available:
Text with pictures (500 Kby | Text only | Diagram onl
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What is the Water Cycle? - Microsoft Internet Explorer
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What 1s the Water Cycle?

“This photo 15 commesy of the EPA 0 G,

Here ate some interesting facts about What the Water Cyele 15, . .

o Water 1s used over and over agam.
» The water cycle 15 the continuous niovement of water from ocean to air and land then back to the ocean m a cyche pattern.
o The sun heats the Earth's surface water wluch causes it to evanorate (zas).
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