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Message to the Reader / Teacher 
 

Each year, early primary students study the eight basic reading 
strategies that all “good readers” should know. We strive as 
instructors to instill this awareness in all students throughout 
the course of the school year so it becomes second nature to 
them as they read. 
 
This is our third and final year in the Universal Design for Learning 
Project.  We have become familiar with many different types of 
technology.   In our final year we plan to tie together all of our 
resources and data to expand the possibilities in our classrooms by 
continuing to learn how to integrate technology throughout all content 
areas. 
 
The reason we have chosen this unit is to help students meet some 
Language Arts standards and incorporate the reading strategies that 
are implemented school-wide. This unit will be taught in the fall, first 
quarter. 
 

 

Contact Information: 

 

Pat Cooney 

pcooney@plainfield.k12.in.us 

317-839-4802  
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Standards and Benchmarks 
 

What standards will be met by teaching this unit? 
 

Language Arts 
 

1.1.12 Use phonic and context clues as self-correction strategies when reading. 

 

1.1.15 Read aloud smoothly and easily in familiar text. 

 

1.2.3 Respond to who, what, when, where, why, and how questions and recognize the main 
idea of what is read. 

1.2.6 Draw conclusions or confirm predictions about what will happen next in a text by 

identifying key words 

1.3.3 Confirm predictions about what will happen next in a story. 

 

1.3.4 Distinguish fantasy from reality. 

 

2.2.3 Use knowledge of the authorôs purpose(s) to comprehend informational text. 

 

2.2.5 Restate facts and details or summarize the main idea in the text to clarify and 
organize ideas. 

2.2.7 Interpret information from diagrams, charts, and graphs. 

 

2.3.1 Compare plots, settings, and characters presented by different authors. 

 

2.3.3 Compare and contrast versions of same stories from different cultures. 

 

 

 

 

 

Developing Educational Standards:   http://www.edStandards.org/Standards.html 

 
 MCREL:  http://www.mcrel.org/standards-benchmarks/ 
 

Indiana First and Second Grade Standards: http://doe.state.in.us/standards/grade01.html 

 

 

 

Resource Help 

http://www.edstandards.org/Standards.html
http://www.mcrel.org/standards-benchmarks/
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Planning Pyramid 

 
What should students know? 

 
 
For further information on the planning pyramid see the following article:  
Schumm, J.S., Vaughn, S., & Harris, J. (1997). ñPyramid Power for Collaborative Planning.ò 
Teaching ExceptionalChildren, 26(6), 62-66. 
 
 

 

Some students will know: 
 

-How to make predictions about a story based on prior knowledge and picture walk through 

story. 

- Write a summary that includes a beginning, middle and end in paragraph format 

 

 

 

 

 
Most students will know: 

 
                      

-Know how to complete a Venn-diagram comparing two different reading stories 

Tell the main elements of a story including characters, setting, plot, problem, and solution 

 

 

 

 

 

All students will know: 

 
                                    -Write one sentence about the beginning, middle and end of a story 

-Take a picture walk through a story and write 2 predictions of whatôs to come 

-Be exposed to at least two types of fairy tales 
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Learner Activities 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yahooligans:  http://kids.yahoo.com/search?p=fairytales&x=60&y=9 
This is a search engine where you can view fairytale results in recent movies, it includes jokes, a 

dictionary, encyclopedia, dictionary, and a general directory that is easy for kids to access. It tells 

myths, tales and what fairytales have been used for. 

 
Ask For Kids: 
http://www.askkids.com/web?q=fairy+tales&qsrc=19&o=0&l=dir 

This site is just like ñAsk Jeeves,ò but for kids. You simply type in a question about 

your content area and ask away! It will bring up many questions in an easy-to-read 

format for children. 

 

Cool Spots 4 Kids: 
http://www.4kids.org/servlet/coolspots.SearchCoolspots?keywords=fairytales&A

Boolean=OR 

 

-Hans Christian Anderson Site, over 100 fairy tales: 

http://www.andersenfairytales.com/en/main 

 

This is very similar to Kidsclick, except it provides visuals next to the websites 

that pop up. It would be helpful for students that are more visual learners. 
 
Trackstar:  
http://trackstar.4teachers.org/trackstar/ts/searchByKeyword.do?keywords=fairy+tales  
 

This site lets you view previously created tracks made by teachers about topics you 

choose. Just search for the topic of interest and preview the tracks made for 

teachers by teachers!  

 
Brainpopjr.com: http://www.brainpopjr.com/writing/paragraph/  
This website allows you to search by topic and view a short movie clip. The 

video clips are short and animated to keep the students highly engaged. They are 

 

The Topic: 

Reading 

Strategies 

  
Possible resources for locating instructional materials: 

http://kids.yahoo.com/search?p=fairytales&x=60&y=9
http://www.askkids.com/web?q=fairy+tales&qsrc=19&o=0&l=dir
http://www.4kids.org/servlet/coolspots.SearchCoolspots?keywords=fairytales&ABoolean=OR
http://www.4kids.org/servlet/coolspots.SearchCoolspots?keywords=fairytales&ABoolean=OR
http://www.andersenfairytales.com/en/main
http://www.brainpopjr.com/writing/paragraph/
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designed to teach and activate prior knowledge of the students. 

 
Net Trekker D.I: http://www.nettrekker.com 

(subscription only) 

 

This website is all previewed ahead of time, so there is no worry! It is a great 

search engine tool for students. The students can access the information for 

school or home! They simply type in a topic to research and all the results that 

are brought up were previewed by teachers! This way you know your students 

are looking at exactly what they need to be. It is very similar to Kidsclick or 

Coolspots, but teacher-approved! 

 
KidPix:   
This computer program allows students to illustrate their written work by using 

pictures, fonts, and paint. 

 
Kidspiration: 
This computer program includes graphic organizers, writing templates, and 

creative tools to assist with written expression. 

 

Kurzweil: 
This program assists with reading and writing. It allows students to read text 

already scanned into the program and it will also re-read aloud their own work so 

they can self-correct.  

 

Additional Websites: 

http://www.classicfairytales.com/en/main 
http://www.grimmfairytales.com/en/main 
Readerõs Theatre on fairy tales: http://www.storiestogrowby.com/script.html 
http://www.storiestogrowby.com/script.html 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nettrekker.com/
http://www.classicfairytales.com/en/main
http://www.grimmfairytales.com/en/main
http://www.storiestogrowby.com/script.html
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Assessment 

 

 

What materials and resources will be useful for assessing 

student knowledge and skills? 
 

   Expression       Representation            Engagement 

             (Presentation)            (Access)    

  

 

Students will make puppets to 

act out the story.  

 

Using their puppet tell one 

connection they have to 

themselves and the puppet. 

 

  

Listen to the fairy tale on 

Kurzweil. 

 

Type a beginning, middle and 

end sentence about the fairytale 

in Kurzweil and listen to it for 

self corrections. 

 

 

 

Draw a cartoon of the fairytale. 

 

Use their cartoon as a prompt 

and use it to retell the story as 

an oral presentation. 

ñStep Into Readingò 

Use Promethean board to 

illustrate story.  Students will 

step into scenes and answer 

questions based on fairytale. 

 

 

 

 

 

Read a second version of the 

fairytale then complete a Venn-

diagram in Kidspiration 

comparing and contrasting the 

two stories. 

 

Ex- Cinderella & The Irish 

Cinderlad  

 

 

Before reading, students will 

take a picture walk and write 

two predictions about the 

fairytale. 

 

Write a RAFT as if they were a 

character in the fairytale. 

 

 

Readerôs Theatre- choose from 

one of the Readerôs Theatreôs 

on fairytales to read within 

your group. Create a simple 

prop to support your character 

when you present your fairytale 

to the class.  

 

Complete 

one option 

from the 

choice board 

on your 

Readerôs 

Theatre.  

Write a summary with a 

beginning, middle, and end 

using paragraph format.  

Students use Kidpix to 

illustrate writing. 

Re-read your summary into the 

microphones to self-check for 

any needed corrections. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

L 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M 

 

 

 

 

H 
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Modifications:  Planning for Academic Diversity 

 

LEARNING BARRIER POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS WEB RESOURCES 

 

Student cannot read at grade 

level or the story. 

 

-Kurzweil 3000 

-Having text read to student 

-Audio CDôs w/ basal reader 

-Reading A to Z 

-www.readingatoz.com 

 

 

Student has difficulty 

comprehending the material. 

 

Kurzweil 3000 

Text to Audio 

Key to Access 

-www.brainpop.com 

-www.brainpopjr.com 

-www.unitedstreaming.com 

 

Student has difficulty 

mastering the vocabulary of the 

unit/story. 

 

-Key to Access 

-Having the child see a video 

clip/visual aid 

-www.brainpop.com 

-www.brainpopjr.com 

-www.google.com (images 

search) 

 

Student has difficulty with 

handwriting (speed or 

accuracy). 

 

--Typing instead of writing 

-Using raised line paper 

-Handwriting/font program for 

computer: ñFonts 4 Teachersò 

 

 

Student has difficulty with 

calculating activities. 

 

-Providing the child with one-

on-one assistance 

-Technology websites that 

break the process down step-

by-step 

-www.mathtalk.com 

-www.calculator.com 

 

Student needs help with 

conducting research. 

 

 

-Scaffolding in small group 

with step-by-step instructions 

-Visiting a ñkid-friendlyò 

search engine 

-www.yahooligans.com 

-www.4kids.org 

-www.kidsclick.org 

 

Student needs the instructional 

material in a language other 

than English. 

 

-USB Desktop Microphone 

-Rosetta Stone Language 

Program 

 

-www.babelfish.com 

 

Student needs additional 

challenge. 

 

-Creating a Microsoft 

Powerpoint 

-Choice boards with more than 

one option 

-www.4teachers.org 

 

Possible resources for developing modifications and accommodations: 

 

Making Modifications in the Classroom: A Collection of Checklists: 

 http://www.ldonline.org/ld_indepth/teaching_techniques/mod_checklists.html 

 

National Center on Educational Outcomes:   http://www.education.umn.edu/NCEO/ 

 


